In judging the value of the reprint it is important to keep in mind that its arrangement and contents were the result of Osler's dominating interest in great men and important books. Perhaps as an inevitable consequence of his scientific and medical training, he saw the history of medicine as an evolutionary, almost organic, process. From primitive beginnings medicine had been shaped and adapted ever closer to the ideal of biological and clinical truth, by the accumulation of facts and valid observations and the discarding of superstition and error. Each century in great or lesser degree made its contribution through the life and work of men who stood out from their contemporaries by virtue of the shared factor of scientific genius. His point of reference was always the modern state of the art, and there is a sense in which Osler was interested not so much in the history of medicine, as in tracing what he conceived to be the antecedents of modern medical science.Book Reviews These interests are not without historical value and are still being indulged today, but with an increasingly old-fashioned air. Attention is turning away from men of genius and their works in virtual isolation to a consideration of their place in contemporary society and of the intellectual forces that influenced them. We are slowly learning that the history of medicine is a part of general history, not a subdivision of clinical or even biological science.
If the purpose and final shape of Bibliotheca Oskeriana reflect a theory of medical history which is now itself a part of history rather than of its modern practice, so too the contents of some of the main sections are open to criticism. Wildberger was a native of Neunkirchen in Kanton Schaffhausen and was apprenticed as a surgical instrument maker. After a period of travel he settled in Bamberg, in Franconia, where he took an increasing interest in the orthopaedic applications of his craft, fostered by a visit to the first German orthopaedic institute, that of Heine at Wiirzburg. He devised his own splints for the management of spine and hip diseases, acquired a reputation, and was sent many patients by the local doctors. Because he had to travel widely to see his patients and found their supervision inadequate he set up, in 1849, his own institute for in-patients as an extension of the Bamberg City Hospital, this in the face of opposition based on his lack of professional qualifications.
The institute flourished, though it never held more than thirty patients, some from as far afield as Russia and Sicily. There was the usual pedagogic flavour of the period, with religious and musical instruction; but the essential feature was his insistence on complete rest and rigid, uninterrupted splintage, in which his thought resembles that of Hugh Owen Thomas. Wildberger was very conservative, eschewed manipulation, and approached tenotomy and osteotomy with reluctance. He was one of the earliest therapists to use photographs to document the progress of recovery. 203
